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The artitle in the Centennial Book states Fhat Fhe /)/{»ug‘ Bf’ew;”g
Co. built t+he Opera House ;7 Ravenna 17 1985 ,4acorg’,545” +o what
I%MNG found /% the Ravenna News THEFE " BECWMs #5 La S5,
diserepancy. ,
153/9'4;/57:]9 Frank Havlicek who built the Opera Houvse /'n [avenna and was
9 1%6 Saloon business for several years has Qpened a Saloen
im Omaha. —— and again in

@ui.;e'f,/?zél “ Fiyder’s Opera Houvse was built bjy Frank Haviicek #o years ago.

There are no Wnow» issves of the Favenna-News from 1886 to 1888,
Some of the articles T made note of when Yeseqrcé/né" i Se?uenw.?
'Mang/?é‘il There will be a meeﬁhg‘ at Havlicek'’s Hall 7o discuss “the #7%of
_ Svly Qelebration.
|Dan3./88%] The Bohemian entertain ment and darce at Havlicek's Hall Jast Friday
lasted 11l & AM.
(Sept 2,188  Frank Haviicek will have new scenery For the Hall
16,1991]  Frank Haviiecek has decided +o qoit e saloon business and has
rented the bo“//c//‘ng to John Vesely.
)Zgl'z /872] The Opera Hovse was packed by a'|arge Crowd of Bohemians jast night
the affraction beind an entertaimment by Partos, a Dohemian Ventrilogvist.
After the progran the floor was cleared and danc/iag‘ Commenced, The
musie for the ocCasion was /aban'oué‘/')/ grownd out of an asthmatic & hand
ordan,
ijgeﬁ_-lz_?ﬁ&l he Havlicek cormer was solid this weelk to John Vesely for ‘8‘5‘000,
“Someone mentioned Ho me a month ago or so that 1he Opera House
was next to the Bi§ Onion. This next artitle would seem 1o /ydicate +h ot

)

7— _it was on the vpper floov’ Ui

ttaz./272) - At the Opera House 'rz'c/a)’ eveme'ng dUr/QWg the Coluvmbus Da)’
it UAOIF/? f(a.s,oqr lost his faa'f‘i;’fg and fell /734.://@'775 down the
Stairs from the Hall to the floov: He was ungonserovs for 15" v 0 mivutes

byt sustained no seriouvs }njur)/‘ :

[Dan./9,1895 | AMOS?UGYQJ& Ball was held at the Opera House. (TA@S,C el e

%ﬁfﬁ:jjﬁilgé M The early years with prizes given Por the

_Mﬁié‘ & Sohn Vesely has contacted the Nashville (/m(/e,rs}f‘)/ stvdents, a colored

Toup, fo g:'ve a Comcert ;% Favenna,

__g___l____ Blind Bom?e, The m051'ca/§embus, e appear at the OPqu /ﬁusc,
lm A Bohemian guggler enterfams ot the O/ﬂem Hovse.




IDec,/ﬁgS’pL The Bohemian Prama Co. now have « play In rehearsal titled
[\Mynqr a Seho Dite! “(The Miller and His Child?) to be presented
at the Opera House, The play will also be presented /n St. faul.

)Eeb..ﬁo?, /8‘?4’ The John Vasc/y' q[’am)/)/ /a/cms To move to Litchfield in +he Sprindg.

Mﬂ“;f i1 1374] Joseph Cernilt js the new manager and later becomes the oéner

' of ‘H)g Opera Hovse {pu{ldfnﬁ;"

[ May-29, 189¢] Maid from the focties will sive g slyoof/hg exhibition at the Opera
/—loUSc on Jume /0. There will also be S50 Indians and S?UQWS, If

[7(7;;):' zei:::::s to the Fow-Wow he will bwhg his medizme and

7 | "

Dec.d | éB Uas'e,glpc(]er‘n)lf leases the Opera House and Saloon 1o the /(\wg

- ___Drewim 0.

Ubv.a%,lé’?'ﬂ A Me" Carson js the manager of the OFera Houvse and Saloon.

[feb. 12.0229] The Opera Hovse block has been soid 1o the Krog Brew:éqg Co. of
Owaha b SBseph Cernik for % voo.

| ‘%/.5’)37‘ W:A. Carson /s ‘em)p/o)/ed as «manager of the Opera Houvse and Saloon.

| Dec.2, 1898 The Mvg BY‘?W"”g' Co. in mthg’ fmpravemw?’b i the Opera Hovse bleck,

ljan.;zb’; I?oil Mr. Carsom, /Y\amger of the Opera Houvse is to have Mr [Féhmond and hre

Company of 16 people to appear /1 a ///gb Class Comed

‘ : v : / ; : P

1Sept 13,190 Th»e Krug BV@W””g Co. is to pot brick or stone sidewalk on the eastT and

Sovth sides of the Opera House bw'/dihg. & think the brick sidewalK |s

577‘// thevedn the south side)

\Man-l&LﬂJJ WA. C'ar§0n’s saloon business along with the lease of the Opera

House buil’dmg", now owned by the Krvd Brewmg Co. of Omaha has b id
o Am()ﬁ /‘_/-&Ia. qnd LCW \/esyel , g g— et o

[ngf;"‘)’q""‘lb“fm }?0% /s fj,,,f‘,,m”ng' of buﬂd/‘ng’ a New Opera Houvse buz'/a'z;‘vg‘: =
vt mstead — :

JOune 2 - Uu/’Z;’?‘,&w‘/ The /ﬁ*u%Brewmg Co. plans to, and did, build ;,2‘//)(40/
addition on their Navenma Operq House Py-ol,ﬂ.f-, :

[Dec. 22,1905] Lew Vesely, manager of the Opera House andyOpem Hovse Bar +hi:

i:) week Sold his lease and everything 6o , o i

Seen 2, 190 9 . = )‘ g enmneeted with the bUSM"GSS 1o M

> l?udol,oh Fmdgr and s -foé:vc possession May /904 n
Some fime between 1908 and this next article, é‘)f/u‘nl(' Fodolph Finder
purchased the PYOF'S“? but T did not :)/cf’ fmd the date,

Jone 221917) Fodolph Fmder, who has opened amew and fmely equipped cafe ;3
in [od

O,oera House bouildin wants an q . ;

: | » propriafe » 4 .
most be shorf, Ca‘i’(‘,/))/ and have “Fg""/:’ Amerlz;”: ;.;f;ﬂ’_’fb:n%c;z %—7-

y - = 3= 17, =

orce beard il b semembered. Offers % 5 sidgestod yame Chase

i’




m PYléc doublec[ ‘)’o#lf).

|ju&,7§ )ia A commtee selected [,)/ }?udallg/; Finder chose "The B,g Owisw
as ‘H)e name for the Gafe, OF several hundred Names sugé‘esfec{)
“The Big Onion” b)/ W.H. Schanse, Bur/(‘hg‘fan braKeman between
Ravenna “and Limcon won the prize, Chosen becavse the name once
heard wovid be vemembered suggesﬁi/e of a big and denerovs

service, easily Qdﬂffed as a Trade mark. Members of the committee
weve Frank Howard, Carl Linn, Dp Wilke and C.B, Cass.

3} T foré‘of' 7‘/71:5 z@xf 1Tem [ $ you Cave 1o vse :;"
jjan.zz,l%ﬂ The Bohevian Tuvmners Seolfrel érou,ﬂ enfertained at the Opera

House under the /hsfvt{cf'fbn of Frant ‘Slqve/'/'nsi\’y who recently
came To Ravenna and fntrodvced athletics in the Cowmmuoni ty-

”850 wevre /o(',q/ )pe.o/:)c, W}la Pewf-’oﬂrmed on )Oara//e/ bars) the /‘)arse;

and did @alisthetics and variovs npancy drills and f/agdh'//s.

There were many activities from 1998 o /9/7 and did not walke no'-
of every one of them. High school Eyadvation exercises were held
Hiere until 'f/la)/ begcm /wla'/'hg them 1m the school.

There were many dances, masguverade Balls, Fiveman's [Fa /| variovs
benefts, Spealters, enterTamments of variovs Iind, quys,

iven b
hlgh school students and a P/Q)/ n the Bobemian or Czecé /4ngu)c/tge
a/ynosfm'mual/y from 188 fo /9 #o. There were also Nvmeroous
Czech erchestras that came from other Czech communities e
furnish folka music and waltzes for man

: danc 1 Fimder:
Hall. when the Avd)torium was built in /ﬁwey-n /2 Bj . ym fﬁrs
; 1] - i ] j at Uai")'or[um e mi 30$
the Blg Name Bamds' often p/a)/ed fﬁercﬂ/}‘eaénac wodld also
be m P\Mgrcsg ?7" /L}ndcr}s Hall and both places had dood crowds,
Sometime dvrimg the &= Jate 20's Arl Firder

' 5 Som of '/ljudo )
owned the building and managed it ontil the mid for;:és. 45

T also do not have the vear that #he UFPeY‘f/aor e se
to be vmsate, but i+ was after 1940 -

frer the Half was Condemned, There was 1o activity there, of
course, but the B, Oniwon Tavern on the grovnd Sloor continued, /7
business. TheFinders refaimed ownershp but employcd others
asS manadgers.



Centennial Feature—

Kearney Opera House Popular During 1906-07

By Joanne Baxter
Student of Nebraska University

“Every lady who removes her
hat during a performance shows
a graceful consideration for
those who occupy seats behind
her.”

This tactful reminder was in-
cluded in a theater program on
opening night, Nov. 23, 1903. It
was the Lyric Theater in Lin-
coln, “devoted to continuous
vaudeville” and ‘‘catering to
ladies, children and gentle-
men.”

But the Nebraska capital was
not the site of the state’s first
cultural awareness. As early as
the state was being settled, cul-
ture, in one form or another,
existed throughout Nebraska.

During the first years of set-
tlement, the 1850s and 1860s, the
homesteaders had little time to
devote to “formal” culture. But
amateur theatricals, spelling
bees, school plays and musicals
— often in the schoolhouse or
an early sod church — were
the beginnings. of cultural activ-
ity.

While the amateur dramatic
presentations may not have been
considered legitimate theater,
the local paper often employed
a “critic’ who reviewed the
plays. The “critic” was usually
the paper’s editor.

One of these reviewers wrote
of a Fairbury presentation in
the early 1870s: “Mr. Slocumb
as a confirmed drunkard was a
decided success. W. W. Watson
as a temperance lecturer was
eminently fitted for his part.”

These early reviewers weren’t
always favorable to their local
talent, either. When the Loup
City Dramatic Association of
1888 presented ‘‘Esther the
Beautiful Queen, a Religious
Drama,” one of the town’s three
papers commented that it was
given “with too little practice.”
The paper conceded, however,
that the play was ‘“‘an ambitious
effort and worthy of praise.”

* Opera House Era

Cultural interest grew as the
towns grew. Opera houses soon
were being built along with
houses, government buildings
and churches. Perhaps the 1880s
to 1890s could be termed the
“opera house era” in Nebraska,
for several towns built local op-
era houses in this period. :

Among these were Seward and
Fremont, -building opera houses
in 1888, and Holdrege and
Wayne, the following year. Fre-
mont’s Love Opera House cost
$40,000 — with $900 for a stage
curtain — and seated 1,075 per-
sons. One of its early spectacu-
lars was the Equine and Canine
Paradox, consisting of 40 dogs
valued at $2,500. And one of the
dogs was an imported Arabian
Greyhound, the only one in
America at the time.

The Kearney Opera House,
dedicated in May, 1891, was
possibly the best-known of the
early opera houses. It boasted a
dual lichting svetem — electric-

era houses in the state, had
ceased to be important in the
cultural life of the community.
Some opera houses became
movie houses as business was
lost to the “talkies.” Others,
like Kearney’s, were simply torn
down — a somewhat poignant
end to the ‘opera house era”
in Nebraska.

In the early 1900s an arrange-
ment similar to the local opera
house provided entertainment
for early Nebraskans. These
were the chautauquas, an as-
sembly at which lectures on any
and all topics were the main
feature.

Nebraska City, Hastings and
Scottsbluff were on the chautau-
qua circuit, as were many other
Nebraska = points.  Scottsbluff
formed its chautauqua associa-
tion in 1907. A distinctive look-
ing beehive structure was built
in 1909 to house the meetings.

Lecturers included Carrie Na-
tion, “the eccentric but talented
temperance advocate,” and Sen-
ator Robert LaFollete of Wis-
consin.

The then state superintendent
of schools, J. L. McBrien, also
spoke at the 1908 chautauqua.
His ever-popular subject: “Our
Young Folks; What Shall We
Do With Them?”

The chautauquas apparently
suffered a demise similar to that
of the opera house. As motion
pictures improved, interest in
the chautauquas began to de-
cline. The Scottsbluff chautau-
qua, for example, was discon-
tinued in 1915. :

The opera houses and chau-
tauquas were important cultur-
al influences in early Nebraska,
but what one might consider a.

_the nation, It was formed in

less refined culture was also
very evident. It bore the influ-
ence of the legendary Wild
West.

One of the most famous wild
west shows was born in North
Platte in 1882. The city was|
planning an “Old Glory Blow-
out,” an elaborate Fourth of
July celebration. Buffalo Bill
Cody was chosen Grand Mar-
shal for the celebration. That
choice marked the birth of the
Wild West shows in the state.
These shows resembled a cir-
cus, a rodeo and a melodrame
all in one.

One of the more amazing o
Cody’s feats, according to one
writer, was his ability to shoo
out every glass ball tossed inc
the air without a miss — *“ir
a condition of continual drunk
enness.”’ 1

Variety Shows

After much success with his
Wild West shows in Nebraska
Cody toured the eastern states
and then went on to Europe
where this “circus, rodeo and
melodrama all in one” was also
popular.

While it might be difficult fo
judge Nebraska’s ‘“culture quo-
tient” on the basis of the Buf-
falo Bill’s Wild West shows, a
more serious indicator is the in-
terest and promotion of art by
residents of the state.

Art instruction was underway
at the University of Nebraska
by 1877, two years before it was
offered at the New York Metro-
politan Museum, and osly six
years after Harvard and two
years after Cambridge estab-
listed art courses.

The Hayden Art Club, now
the Nebraska Art Association,
was the first art association in

1888, when the state was only
21 years old and still having In-
dian trouble.

That same year the club ex-
hibited its first painting — a
huge canvas entitled “The Wise
and Foolish Virgins” by a Ger-
man artist. It was displayed in
the courtroom of the federal
building, amidst potted palms
and gold rope. Some 78 years|
later, the association had acquir-
ed 115 pieces, insured for more
than $210,000.

The two largest art galleries
in the state — Sheldon in Lin-
coln and Joslyn in Omaha —
are considered by some observ-
ers as much a work of art as
the objects inside them. Again,
it was the interest of Nebras-
kans which resulted in these
buildings to house art.

Wholesome Activity

Sheldon gallery was built in
1963 from a $3 million bequest
of two Sheldon family mem-
bers: Miss Frances Sheldon of
Lincoln, and her brother, A.
Bromley Sheldon of Lexington.
Located on the University of
Nebraska campus, it houses one
of the best contemporary Amer-
ican art collections between the
Mississippi River and the West
Coast. :
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‘“‘opera house era’” in INebraska,
for several towns built local op-
era houses in this period.
Among these were Seward and
Fremont, -building opera houses
in 1888, and Holdrege and
Wayne, the following year. Fre- —
mont’s, Love Opera House cost
$40,000 — with $900 for a stage
curtain — and seated 1,075 per-
sons. One of its early spectacu-
lars was the Equine and Canine
Paradox, consisting of 40 dogs
valued at $2,500. And ong ofbthe
dogs was an imported Arabian 1888, when the state was only
. $ S
Greyhound, the only one in A 21 years old and still having,{mﬂ%i
America at the time. ‘f' dian trouble
Tbe Kearney Opera House, That samé year the club ex-
dedicated in May, 1891, fWﬁS hibited its first painting — a
possibly the best-known of the »  huge canvas entitled “The Wise |
early opera houses. It boasted a . ¥ : and Foolish Virgins” by a Ger-|
dual lighting system — electric- ; h \ man artist. It was disgiayedeil;
ity, and g as. The gas system ? 54T the courtroom of the federal
was installed evidently because - 4 ’ ! building, amidst potted pal -
the early planners were a little S ' P and gok’i rope Soprge e78 pi;?:;
wary of the city’s electric sys- later, the association had acyquir-‘
ed 115 pieces, insured for more
than $210,000. |
| . The two largest art galleries
in the state — Sheldon in Lin-
coln and Joslyn in Omaha —
are considered by some observ-
ers as much a work of art as!
the objects inside them. Again,
it was the interest of Nebras-
kans which resulted in these
buildings to house art. |

Wholesome Activity ‘

Sheldon gallery was built in
1963 from a $3 million bequest
 of two Sheldon family mem-
g bers: Miss Frances Sheldon of
; Lincoln, and her brother, A.
Bromley Sheldon of Lexington.
' Located on the University of
1 Nebraska campus, it houses one

of the best contemporary Amer-
L ican art collections between the
Mississippi River and the West
Coast. :

In Omaha Mrs. Sarah Joslyn
P gave a $2.4 million grant in the
memory of her husband,
. George, for the construction of j
h the state’s first art gallery in
n 1931. After viewing the pink- 1
g marble structure in 1958, the )
Christian Science Mcnitor art,
editor wrote: “It is a genuiney

tem.

The 1906-07 season of the
Kearney opera house indicates
how interested in culture of var-
ious sorts the townspeople were:
during the 10-month season, 69
attractions were scheduled.

The opera house performances
weren’t solely ‘“‘opera’, as the
name might imply. A certain
play came to Kearney, which
one person believed had gotten
a “bad name” and was a strict-
ly “for men only” production.

That person was Mrs. Mary
Jacobson, pianist for the opera
house’s own orchestra. Mrs. Ja-
cobson decided later that the
play was actually a respectable
production, and she took her
place at the piano as usual. The
predominantly male audience—
there was only one other wom-
an besides Mrs. Jacobson—
kidded the two women until the
other left without seeing the
play. But Mrs. Jacobson stayed.

Poignant End

The Kearney opera house
stood for 63 years, until it was
razed in 1954. It, like other op-

= AN

/ pleasure for a visitor to witness -
ST Jd wt the wholesome cultural activi- ™
s X ty. . .in Nebraska.”



