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[bookmark: _GoBack]	Starting in 1910, Kearney Laundry and Dry Cleaning Works was located at 15 W 23rd St. The owner, George Downing came to Kearney in 1887 and opened his business in 1892 with a partner. His son, W.K. was born in 1907 and eventually came to own the business. Ironically, S. Cunningham (whom the current Cunningham’s Bar and Grill is named after), had the building made to house his newspaper business. When an economic recession hit in the early 1890s, the newspaper business failed, and the laundry works took over (Kearney Hub: 3/1/75). W.K. owned and operated the Laundry Works until the 1960s. Its’ advertisement appears on the Kearney Opera House Curtain. 
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*Photos acquired from the Log: 1949 edition, Kearney’s Historic Homes (by Brian Whetstone, Jessie Harris and the BCHS), and the Kearney Hub.
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A War-Time
APPEAL!

 are completely out of wire hangers, and ca
y a new supply. We had hoped to continue tl
bstitution of paper hangers. However, the shor
e of material has stopped the manufacture:
om making them, o

 We Are Desperate!

[t is our sincere desire to continue to give qualits
service and to return your garments on hangers.

- We'll Buy Your Wire Hangers
- atl%cEach
YOU HAVE PLEI;JTY, OF HANGERS IN YOUR

CLOTHES CLOSET WHICH YOU ARE NOT
USING AND NEVER WILL USE,

re

‘Won’t you be good enough to collect them and bring
| them to our office? You'll he helping yourself ang help-
ing us give quality service in wartime,

AND THEN, PLEASE REMEMBER to exchange hang.
ers when your garments are delivered—-or, if you ecall at

our office on our cash and carry plan, please bring a
hanger with you. :

1510 W 224

./(,'// i: ;

— ZOR/C CLEANERS o
Te——————
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Last Whistle Marks Laundry’s End |

By Bruce Yoder
Hub News Editor
Her voice on the phone was pleasant and businesslike, “'Good -
| afternoon, Kearney Laundry and Dry Cleaners.” ?
But for the secretary and others employed in the old l?rle
building at 15 W. 23rd st., Friday was not an ordinary business
day.
Shortly after 5 p.m., the laundry closed for the last time. Dr.
Frank Raasch, in_his seventies a one-man historical society,
stood with a tape recorder in the alley while in the basement of
the laundry W. K. (Bill)Downing pulled a cord.

Mr. Downing, whose family has operated the laundry for three
generations, was triggering the last wheezing of a Kearney
landmark, the laundry’s old steam whistle. It has sounded at 8
a.m. and 5 p.m. almost as long as most living Kearneyites can ‘
remember.

Monday, the laundry furnishings and equipment will be auc-
tioned off and, soon after, remodeling on the brick building will
begin. Eventually, the structure will house a new retail business
under the direction of Ted Sup.

The Downing family has been in the laundry business for close
fo 90 years. George H. Downing came to Nebraska in 1887, join-
ing relatives already in Kearney. He went into laundry work in
1888.

In 1892 he purchased a half-interest in the Smith Laundry. His
son, Lorin G. Downing, was born in Kearney in 1883 and later
joined in the family business. When W. K. Downing was born in
1907, the laundry was housed in a frame structure near the
present Samway Garage location. E

Shortly after 1910, the laundry moved to its present site; it has
been there since. W. K. Downing and his older brother, Rollin
both worked in the business for a time before Rollin moved h; -1
California. He now lives in Santa Barbara.

In recent years, W. K. Downing has been aided by his sons, -
Lorin and Jim. . i o k ; ¢ :

‘. E . o

The building was erected by L. B. Cunningham, an ear| . o
Kearney journalist and city-promoter. The building was \\z Y 14
house his Kearney Morning Journal which was started in 1887
but the structure proved more durable than the paper. Mr., Cy F 1
ningham'’s business foundered when bad times hit in 1890, .Iea'\r:' A
ing his name and the Journal name in stone on the strud[/re :
solitary monuments. a5

Dr. Raasch leaned against a building wall made of Hibbarg

“W. K. (Bill) Downing took time, Friday, to pull the cord triggering the last brick across ?:\e aliltlevxﬁm ':e laundry, playing the tape echo orilt
‘whistle call from his laundry. Three generations of Downings have operated ::‘if’g'azms‘::ye i ine,’;‘eebmfl’;]:gbggw":e?ne;";?;rs abot.
the Kearney business. (Hub Photo) paper’s death and advent of the Downings. il the
; ey BT e, Lo N Mr. Downing will retire after the laundry auction, He Said pad z
doesn't plan fo sell the whistle, but isn’t sure et what vy :e Kearney Laundry closed Friday after more than 60 years in the same
e

done with it. " jocation. (Hub Photo)
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“It all comes out in the wash” explaifs SIlO:::
Carmen to her beaming friends, Frances UNDRY
Roberta Fellows and Jean Covert. KEARNEY L8 edrs
has been established in Kearney for many Yvice.
and has always given the public excellent sef and
KEARNEY LAUNDRY dalso has a special pick UP
delivery service.
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Emm Laundry and Dry Cleaning Works!




